The Beacon

From The Pastor’s Desk

In reading I Thessalonians 5:16-18, I thought about what the Lord's desire for
us really is. In this text it says, 16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray continually. 18 Give thanks
in every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

As I thought of this I was reminded that God has a desire for our lives, and this in a
short phrase or two, tells us what the desire is.

First, to always be in a spirit of rejoicing. Second,
to be in an attitude of prayer at all times and third, to give
thanks in every thing.

Now what does this say to us? Immediately, we
have the tendency to ask, “how can we possibly give
thanks in all things and be rejoicing continually in our
lives?” There are times when I just don't feel like
rejoicing. Or how can I give thanks in all situations? In
some situations, I am not able to give thanks.

After some time of reflection, I realized that in
our own human way, no we can't be in a spirit of rejoicing
and in prayer always and give thanks in all situations. It is
only through our relationship with the Living Christ that
we are able to be in this spirit, because these are not just
feelings they are an outgrowth of our lives in Christ.

So I want to challenge you to reflect on this
passage of scripture and then reflect on your life in Christ.
I think that you will be able to discover what needs to
change in your life in order to be able to live up to God's will for your life.

“16Rejoice always. 17 Pray
continually. 18 Give thanks in
every situation...”

Acolyte Training

On Wednesday, August 3, we had 8 of our youth and K.I.D.S. Club members
take part in a training session to be acolytes in the worship services. We are excited that
Anastasia Hayes, Dylan Hayes, Damion Ehrman, Isaac Markus, Ozzie Allen, Izzabella
Graham, Jade Stallons and Koby Stutts have taken the class and will now be able to
participate in this servant ministry for our worship times.

Congratulations to you all, you did a great job!

These new acolytes will join Caden Plummer, Gunner Silliman, Valerie Huston
and Michael Kubiak, who have already been through the training and have been our
acolytes for some time.

Choir Update

Coming soon!! The choir will meet on Wednesday, August 31st at 6:30 p.m.
and then the regular practice will start on September 7th at 7:30 p.m. Thereafter, we will
meet each Wednesday at that time. We could use some additional singers, so if you
have been giving joining choir a thought, please come and join us. If you have any
questions, please call Pastor Brad at 214-5510 or e-mail him at brad@wstumc.com.
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Important
Events This
Week:

o Fellowship on
Sunday, August
7th at 8:45 a.m.

e Sunday School on
Sunday, August
7th at 9:30 a.m.

e Worship Service
on Sunday, August
7th at 10:30 a.m.

e Finance
Committee
Meeting on
Tuesday, August
9th at 6:00 p.m.

o Ministry Team
Meeting on
Tuesday, August
9th at 7:00 p.m.

e Safe Sanctuaries
Training on
Saturday, August
13th at 8:00 a.m.
for VBS
Volunteers

e VBS on Saturday,
August 13th from
9a.m.to5pm.,
pool party from 6-
S p.m.
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August Birthdays

S5th: Branden Williams
6th: Troy Bird

7th: Denise Cross
10th: Bob Deitz

13th: Linda Lees
18th: Mickey Lambert
21st: Orena Layne
29th: Ron Hamilton
29th: Karen Hamilton

August
Anniversaries
Billie & Marilyn
Hubbell-  08/11

Paul & Rebecca
McCormick - 08/11

Don & Donna

Yearwood - 08/13

Troy & Pam
Bird -

Gary & Gail
Brewer -

08/14

08/15

Dustin & Katie
Gholson - 08/16

Don & Betty

QGriffin - 08/22

The Beacon

July Attendance

Date Worship Sunday School
July 3, 2011 119 76
July 10, 2011 127 79
July 17,2011 115 63
July 24, 2011 112 76
July 31, 2011 123 65
IAverage: 119 72
July Giving
Date General Fund Mission Giving Other Giving
07/03/2011 $5,460.85 $380.00 $175.00
07/10/2011 $2,839.50 $59.58 $90.00
07/17/2011 $4,413.50 $0.00 $2,810.00
07/24/2011 $2,383.75 $65.19 $838.61
07/31/2011 $3,426.14 $58.02 $119.50
IAverage: $3,704.75 $112.56 $806.62
Financial Summary for 2011
Operating Expenses June July Total
Annual Budget: $16,284.16 $20,355.20 $122,131.20
Offering Received: $15,0806.70 $18,523.74 $121,819.93
Expenditures: $16,500.46 $13,243.49 $115,444.46
Unpaid Monthly Bills: N/A $ 2,903.80 N/A
Over/Under: - $693.76 +$2,376.45 + $3,471.67




Hero Headquarters is taking over!

Hero Headquarters Vacation Bible School is Saturday, August 13th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. here at
the church. Children ages three to eleven are welcome to attend. We are very excited as this
promises to be an awesome program with lots of fun, music and activities as we teach our kids
how to join forces with God! We will have a pool party at Veteran’s Park after VBS from 6 to 8
p-m. Parents must attend the pool party with their children. If you are planning on having your
child attend, please call 246-0250 and pre-register! Thank you!

If you plan on helping with Vacation Bible School August 13th and you haven't had Safe
Sanctuaries training, please be at the church on the morning of VBS by no later than 8
a.m. Pastor Brad will run the training before we begin our VBS at 9 a.m.

If you happen to catch any great deals on school supplies in the coming weeks, please pick up a
few to donate! The children in our VBS this year will be making bags to collect these

items. We'll place the bags around the church and your job is to fill 'em up with school
supplies. All items donated will either be used to help children in our children's ministries or
given to the C.A.R.E. program for use in our area schools.

K.I.D.S. Club and Youth Group Updates

Believe it or not, summer is wrapping up and we are getting ready to send the kids back to school!
And you know what that means, K.I.D.S. Club and Youth Group are about to begin again! We
are looking forward to having our kids back on a regular basis, but we are looking for more volun-
teers to get to know the kids and spend time with them.

If you are interested in helping on Wednesday nights with K.I.D.S. Club or Sunday afternoons
with Youth Group, please call Wendy Silliman at 246-0250 and she will get you started! We are
hoping to get enough youth helpers to have a 2 month rotation schedule, so you will be asked to
help once every two months. This is an exciting ministry to be in, we promise you will be
blessed, so please prayerfully consider signing up!

We will have a K.I.D.S. Club/Youth Group Worker Training on Tuesday, August 30th at 6:30
p.m., so if you are a teacher/helper for these groups, please plan on attending.

If you have a van endorsement or a CDL driver's license, we need you! We need drivers to pick
up children for KIDS Club and youth events. Please call the church office if you are able to help
with this important ministry!

We need your help!

We are in need of volunteers who are willing to watch the children of those attending the
Financial Peace University class on Sunday evenings. If you are willing to be put on a rotation
to care for the children during these classes, please contact the office at 242-4755. Please help
us in blessing the families that are taking the class with a gift of your time. Thank you!
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We will have a K.1.D.S.
Club/Youth Group Worker
Training on Tuesday,
August 30th at 6:30 p.m.,
so if you are a teacher/
helper for these groups,
please plan on attending.



Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace

"AL Beacon or Ch . .
University Class
We are on our 7th week of Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace
University. This is a 13-week class on coming to a place of financial peace.
West Salem Trinity United We will be starting two more classes when this one is done. Cassandra

Methodist Church

4212 Broadway
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
Rev. Brad Henson, Pastor

Upchurch will be leading one of those classes and Mike and Peggy Tatlock
will be leading the other one. If you are interested, please contact Cassandra
at 214-8918, Mike or Peggy at 735-9022, or call Pastor Brad at 214-5510.
These new classes will be starting the week after Labor Day.

Trivia Night for Lifeboat

Phone: 618-242-4755 Alliance

Church E-mail: valerie@wstumc.com

Pastor Brad's E-mail: brad@wstumc.com When: Saturday, August 20th. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., competition begins
at 7:00 p.m.

Where: West Salem Trinity United Methodist Church, 4212 Broadway, Mt.

] Vernon, IL 62864
WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WWW.WSTUMC.COM

Why:  All benefits will go to the Lifeboat Alliance organization

Cost:  $10.00 per person

Register: Call West Salem Trinity UMC at 242-4755 or Gayle Shelton at 755-
9302 to register a team or for more information.

Want to know more about Lifeboat Alliance? Visit them at
www.lifeboatalliance.org. Thank you for your interest!

Please note our new church e-mail addresses! The church office is now available at
valerie@wstumc.com and Pastor Brad can be reached at brad@wstumec.com.

UTelS

“We had to put the parking lot across the street.”

West Side Project

Cash In Hand:
Parking Spaces
And Curbs:
Outstanding
Pledges:

$1,544.13

$§ 680.00

$ 1,652.00

Mark your calendars now for these
upcoming events in August:
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Tuesday, August 9th—Finance Committee Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 9th—Ministry Team Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 13th—Safe Sanctuaries Training at 8:00 a.m. for VBS volunteers.

Saturday, August 13th—VBS “Hero Headquarters” from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., followed by
a pool party at Veteran’s Park from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 14th—Financial Peace University class at 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 20th—Trivia Night, doors open at 6:30 p.m., competition begins at 7:00
p.m.

Sunday, August 21st—Financial Peace University class at 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 27th—Living The Adventure Banquet, free meal at 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 28th—Women In Missions Meeting in Responder’s Class immediately after
worship service.

Sunday, August 28th—Financial Peace University class at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 30th—K.I1.D.S. Club/Youth Workers’ Training at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, August 3 1st—Choir begins at 6:30 p.m.



